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r Service Times

St Clement’s, Church St, Yass 9am every Sunday
Kids Church every Sunday during School Term

All Saints, Hercules St, Murrumbateman  1130am every Sunday
St James, Bowning Rd, Bowning 9am every 4" Sunday

Website hyperlink: yassvalleyanglicanchurch.org.au

Anglicam News

There is always a wealth of information in this publication.
The link to the page: http://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/anglican-news/



https://yassvalleyanglicanchurch.org.au/
http://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/anglican-news/

Rector’s Reflections

This spring a new fruit tree has sprouted in the rectory gardens, and we have no
idea what it might be. We know that at different times various apple and pear cores
have been discarded in that particular section of the garden beds, but we did not
imagine that any of them would start germinating. This is not to say that we are
displeased with the new arrival in the garden, but we are unsure what sort of fruit we
might get from it. The only thing to do is to nurture the new plant and wait and see
what it might produce in due season. However, experience with fruit trees over the
years have taught us that productivity is never a guarantee and that a lot of work
can go into a tree that ends up giving you nothing useful at all. In which care, there
really is no difference between a fruit tree and a common weed.

In our gospel reading for this Sunday we see John the Baptist carrying out his
ministry by the Jordan. Even at the time he would have been an astonishing figure,
dressed in a way and following a diet that emphasised his rejection of the
worldliness of the contemporary culture. Prophets of the Old Testament such as
Elijah and Ezekiel had at times followed similar lifestyles as an embodiment of the
judgment from God that they proclaimed was soon to appear. People from all walks
of life came out to receive his baptism of repentance, including the Pharisees and
Sadducees. However, John was not content to dispense mysterious symbols, and
challenged those who came to him to “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”
(Matt 3:8). Many were coming to John for the appearance of godliness, but how
many would take up the reality? How many would be ready for the appearance of
the promised Messiah, who John declared was coming with a baptism of fire and the
Spirit? John is saying to the crowd that it is all very well to proclaim that you wish to
begin fresh with God, but how many will follow through with what is required?

During this Advent season we are called to a time of watchfulness and faithfulness
as we await the arrival of the King. Just as John the Baptist declared that the
people of his day should prepare themselves in good works as a testimony to the
genuineness of their faith, so also should we maintain attention on practical love as
we await the coming again of the risen Jesus and the fulfiiment of his

Kingdom. Next Sunday, the third Sunday in Advent, will be our Christmas Appeal
week, where a special collection will be taken up for the Global Relief appeal of the
Anglican Relief & Development Fund, designed to ensure that emergency relief is
sent out to the many places in the world that have been marked recently by suffering
and conflict. | encourage you all to prayerfully consider how you might contribute to
this appeal as a testimony to our shared identity as a people of faithful repentance
and as the personal bearing of good fruit as we look forward to our King’s appearing
again.

In Christ

Rev Luke Collings




Parish Ministry Calendar

7 Dec 4pm Combined Churches Community Carols

Sunday 7th December 2025

Victoria Park Yass

Activities start 4:30pm
Carols start 6pm

5 Dec Hope Explored @ All Saints YASS VALLEY ANGLICAN

| CHURCH ON MONDAY
8 Dec Church on Monday sris oyt and i with

~ [10am - 2 Monday of the month
15 Dec Parish Council St Clement’s Yass

- i; www.yassvalleyanglican.org.au

19 Dec Hope Explored @ All Saints
21 Dec Church at the Hub

CHRISTMAS WEEK

Wednesday
24 Dec 6pm All Saints — Carols in the Garden
9pm St Clements — Carols and Readings
Thursday
25 Dec 10am St Clements Christmas Service
12pm Community Lunch @ St Clements Hall
Sunday
28 Dec 9am St Clements
Jan 26 4t & 11t Service Times 9am at St Clements
18 Jan Normal Services recommence

No Parish Council In January




HOPE EXPLORED

YASS VALLEY
FINDING GOD’S LOVE IN A HARSHWORLE ANGLICAN
JOIN REV LUKE COLLINGS FOR A SERIES OF
SHORT TALKS A}

(S AND Q&A DISCUSSION

H|O|P EPE

HOPE IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD

TOREGISTER PLEASE EMAIL
RECTOR@YVA.CHURCH
OR CALL 0412555263

www.yassvalleyanglican.org.au
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

ST CLEMENT’S YASS

DECEMBER 24TH—CHRISTMAS EVE LESSONS & CAROLS 9PM
DECEMBER 25TH—CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 10AM

ALL SAINTS MURRUMBATEMAN
DECEMBER 24TH—CAROLS IN THE GARDEN 6PM

www.yassvalleyanglicanchurch.org.au

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
YASS VALLEY ANGLICAN CHRISTMAS DAY — NOON
YASS MURRUMBATEMAN

St Clement's Hall — 20 Church Street, Yass
RSVP: office@yva.church

BOWNING
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This week in the Parish — Regular Activities

Day Time Activity Contact Phone/Location
Sunday 9am Kids Church Cath Neuhaus 0403 060 368
Jasmin Jones Mary Curll Room
Monday 10am Bible Study Robyn O’Keefe 0403 511 913
Tuesday 12-2pm Craft Group Lesley Hunt Mary Curll Room
Tpm Bible Study Luke & Julia Collings | Mary Curll Room
Thursday 11-12pm Neighbourhood Judy Heggart 21 Martin Cl
Coffee Morning 0417 259 982
1-2pm Bible Study Judy Heggart Mary Curll Room
4pm Prayer Meeting Denise Pratten Mary Curll Room
Friday 1030am Coffee Group Judy Heggart Mary Curll Room
10am Bible Study Dick Peterswald 5 Cunningham Close,
fortnightly Murrumbateman
Friday 4-5pm Kids Club Luke Collings St Clements Hall
OTHER REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Day Time Activity Contact Phone/Location
Every S5pm-6.30pm | St Clement’s Bell St Clements Bell Tower
Monday Ringers
34 Monday Tpm Parish Council Steve Neuhaus Mary Curll Room
Month
Every 9.30-11am Anglicare 4823 4000 St Clements Hall
Wednesday Supported Playgroup
Every Friday | 10-12am Taichi St Clements Hub
Every Friday | 5.45pm-7pm | Pickleball St Clements Hall
3rd & 5t 10am-4pm | Yass Quick Quilters St Clements Hall
Saturday

SUPPORTING THE MINISTRY OF THE PARISH

The best way to support our ministry is to prayerfully consider an appropriate amount to
give, and then give through the plate on Sundays or set up an automatic regular contribution.

Parish Bank Details

BSB: 702-389. Account: 005202546 Name - Yass Valley Anglican Church




Who’s Who in the Parish

Rector Rev. Luke Collings 0412 555 263
(Sunday-Friday)

Honorary Priests

Rev. Steve Neuhaus RFD 0403 060 369
(Honorary Priest, Snr Chaplain—Reserves (ARMY), Chaplain to APPVA, UNOPAA, RNSWR)

Rev. Judy Heggart 0417 259 982

(Community Priest, Honorary Yass NSWPOL Chaplain)

Wardens

Rector’s Michael Jones 0412 905 045

St Clements Yass Cath Neuhaus 0403 060 368

All Saints Murrumbateman Vacant

St James Bowning Bimbi Turner 0417 422 193

Parish Council

Chair - Stephen Neuhaus 0403 060 369 Member

Secretary Alex Bishop 0422 296 826 Member Kerry England 0407 750 911
Treasurer Nyree Ashton 0403 155 438 Member Louise Wilder 0432 346 61

ADVENT CANDLES on an
d f Advent wreath symbolize
y é/ Christian concepts such
e [ Sevizors (/ /ﬂ/érx aned Cf”ﬂyk(/ﬁﬂk‘ as hope, peace, joyl and
. ‘ love. The candles are lit in

order over the weeks of
Advent.

Here are the meanings of
the candles on an Advent
wreath:

First candle: Represents hope, also known as theProphecy Candle
Second candle: Represents peace, also known as the Bethlehem Candle
Third candle: Represents joy, also known as the Shepherd's Candle.Tt's
usually pink or rose-coloured.

‘Fourth candle: Represents love, also known as the Angel's Candle

TFifth candle: the Christ Candle, which is white and represents light and
purity. This candle is lit on ChristmasEve or ChristmasDay




PRAYER CORNER

If you know of anyone needing prayer or you need prayer
please let the Rector Rev Luke know and whether you are

happy for this to be placed in the Parish News.

e Pray for unity and peace within our Nation the Great Southland
of the Holy Spirit

e Give thanks for the Senior Leaders Forum at St Marks Theological Centre and the
Parliamentary Prayer breakfast that these were well attended and Christ's message of humility
and zeal for him were shared with the leaders of this nation.

e Please pray for all Defence Chaplains and in particular Anglican Defence Chaplains today.

e Please pray for the People of Nigeria and Sudan where Jews and Christians are murdered
each day by Islamic extremists.

e Pray for peace in the Middle East.

e Pray for the people of Ukraine and that Russia will seek peace.

e Pray for the Leaders of this Nation that they will speak the truth and act with justice and
humility. Pray against abortion and euthanasia.

e Give thanks to the Lord for our Mayor Jasmin that she is willing to stand publicly for Christ. May
she be blessed and supported.

e Pray for those who are ill -those in our Parish — Nyree Ashton, John Corson, Andrew
Stackpool, Carter Hunt who has an enlarged ventricle in his head, and any others you are
aware of.

e Pray for those who have been recently bereaved.

® Pray for the leaders in various ministries within the Parish and Yass Area.

Pﬁbc‘/élz Yass Prayer Walk -

VT FSRT{I I« The group gathers at Encounter Church at 5.15pm, have a time of
-— ‘LQ ; — singing and fellowship before heading out onto the streets of Yass to
S 05 pray for different places and people. This week the Council Chamber

MAKING YOUR STEPS COUNT )
S and Library were prayed over.

All welcome it is a wonderful time of fellowship. If you are interested please contact Les Aldridge
on 0428263441 or email on |lesaldridge@iinet.net.au. Or just turn up.

Weekly Prayer Meeting

There is a group that meets weekly on Thursdays at 4pm in the Mary Curll Room to pray for the
Parish and other needs identified. Please just turn up or contact Denie Pratten on 0437 734 377.

In need of Prayer today —

IN NEED OF PERSONAL
see the Prayer Team at the front of the Church after PRAYER?
the Service

SEE OUR PRAYER TEAM AT THE
FRONT OF THE CHURCH AFTER THE
SERVICE



mailto:lesaldridge@iinet.net.au

Readings (Year A)

7% December — 2" Sunday of Advent

Mt 3:1-12 | 1sa 11:1-10 | Rom 15:4-13 | 72:1-7 |
14" December — 3" Sunday of Advent
| Mt 11:2-11 | Isa 35:1-10 | Jas 5:7-10 | 146 |
21% December — 4" Sunday of Advent
| Mt 1:18-25 | 1sa 7:10-16 | Rom 1:1-7 | 80:1-7 |
St Clement’s Cleaning Roster
| December | Robyn & Sandra | January | |
St Clements Roster December/January

Date Clergy Communion  Bible Prayers Music Sides Morning Tea
Assistants
7 Dec LC Josh Karen D  |Liz Gailer Kerry & Toni & Terry |Michael & Jasmin
\Y% Julia C Sue
14 Dec |LC Michael Denise P Kerry & Gloria & Stan |Robbie O’K &
\Y John B Robyn Simkus (Sue Sue Osbourne
21 Dec |LC Josh Claire F Alex Bishop Kerry & Robbie Toni and Jane
\Y Sue G Sue
25 Dec W [LC Greg Margaret B |Claire Foster Kerry Gloria & Stan |Christmas Lunch
Kim T

28 Dec |LC Greg Bede C Kerry & Toni & Terry |Buckmasters
W John B Gary Gruber Sue
4 Jan SN
W

s Have you Heard? - Rev Luke’s Weekly Podcast?— follow the Link
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/yass-valley-anglican-sermon-podcast

v~ Helping Our Community Stay Fresh, Clean & Safe *

As a local business, we take pride in keeping homes and workplaces in our
community looking great and running safely.

For your home, we offer professional carpet, upholstery, rug, and tile cleaning —

SAFE POINT perfect for refreshing your living spaces or preparing for special occasions.

SERVICES

Y- Q ¢ For your workplace, we provide Test & Tag and Fire Protection Services,
0402 553 088

including testing and inspecting fire extinguishers, fire blankets, and smoke alarms
— helping you stay compliant and protected.

Contact Anthony today: 0402 553 088, admin(@safepointservices.com.au

PARISH NEWS -

Do you have news or notices for the Pew sheet please contact Steve Neuhaus (steve(@eaglesrest.net.au) or
Luke Collings (luke collings@yahoo.com.au). Please give us feedback on how to improve it and what
information you would like to see.
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